












The Grad — Cambrian College Alumni Magazine

David originally came to Cambrian 
College because of the Journalism 
program’s solid reputation. To this day, 

he still remembers how his instructors brought 
their excellent life experience to the classroom. 
“Graduating from Cambrian’s journalism 
program, as led by John Goodwin back then, 
allowed me to get a strong foothold in daily 
newspapers and later, public relations,” said 
David. “The teachers and students created a fun 
environment in which to live and learn. Those 
years went by way too fast!”

After graduating in 1984, David worked as a 
journalist for the Timmins Daily Press and the 
North Bay Nugget for a year until he secured a 
position at The Sudbury Star. As a journalist, 
David wrote of many things, but there are 
a few stories that rank the highest for 
him, one of which was coordinating 
and writing the breaking news 
coverage of the murder of 
Sudbury police officer Joe 
MacDonald in 1993. 

During his 12-year stint at Northern Ontario 
papers, David’s achievements were award-
winning. He received recognition from 
the Canadian Press, the Canadore College 
Northern Ontario Journalism Awards, and 
Thomson Newspapers. In particular, Thompson 
Newspapers awarded David with the National 
Award of Excellence; Regional Award, Canadian 
Award of Excellence; and the North American 
Award of Excellence.

In 1996, David landed a position at Inco Ltd., 
now Vale Inco, as a communication specialist. 
During the next few years, David honed his 
corporate writing skills and added a wide range 
of public relations knowledge to his résumé. 
In 1997, he won an international award, the 
Mercury Award, in a competition that honours 

the world’s best in public relations and 
corporate communications.

From there, David moved into the 
communications officer position for 
the Rainbow District School Board, 
where he further developed his public 
and media relations skills and won a 
variety of awards for newsletters and 
websites.

In 2004, David moved from Sudbury 
to the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), 
accepting a public relations position at 
Rouge Valley Health System (RVHS), a 
hospital in the eastern GTA.

RVHS is an excellent acute care 
community hospital, which 

consists of several health sites, 
including two community 
hospital campuses. With a 
staff of 2,800, RVHS serves 
the healthcare needs of 
some 529,000 residents. His 
award-winning work did 
not go unnoticed, as he was 
promoted to the director 
position with the company 
in 2007, making him a 
member of the hospital’s 
executive leadership.

David has continued his learning through 
many forms of education and training, both 
formal and non-formal. In 2007, he obtained 
a certificate for Business Project Management 
from UOIT/Durham. 

In addition to his duties at the hospital, David 
has been a guest speaker at conferences hosted 
by Centennial College and other professional 
organizations, and he has been the chair of 
public relations sessions presented by the 
Ontario Hospital Association. 

His past and present professional endeavours 
are extensive. Currently, he is a member of 
the International Association of Business 
Communicators, the Public Affairs Association 
of Canada, the Rotary Club of Whitby Sunrisers, 
and the Downtown Brooklin Development 
Steering Committee (Town of Whitby). While 

in Sudbury, he was very involved with the 
Independence Centre and Network as a board 
member, a committee member, and as the chair 
of the board. As well, he was a major organizer of 
the Sudbury Terry Fox Run and a board member 
of the Sudbury Food Bank. He was also a soccer 
coach and a Big Brother. 

He continued his relationship with Cambrian 
College after graduating by sitting on the 
Advisory Board for the Public Relations 
program. He even stepped into politics for a 
brief while as the communications manager of a 
successful mayoral election campaign in 2003.

His advice to new graduates: “Don’t be shy about 
seeking out the opportunities you want… go to 
them, wherever these opportunities take you.” 

David lives in Whitby and enjoys spending time 
with his family, mountain biking, photography, 
and skiing in and around the Town of Whitby. 
He is married to Lori (Burden) Brazeau. They 
have two children, Connor and Lindsay, who are 
active in music, skiing, hockey, and soccer.

DAVID BRAZEAU Journalism 1984

“Don’t be shy about seeking out opportunities you want... 
go to them, wherever these opportunities take you.”
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